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A stronger Britain in a safer world

A Conservative government will defend our national security and support our brave Armed
Forces in everything they do. We will promote our national interest with an active foreign policy.
We will work constructively with the EU, but we will not hand over any more areas of power and
we will never join the Euro. We will honour our aid commitments and make sure this money works

for the poorest nations.

This country possesses great assets and advantages — a permanent seat on the UN Security
Council, a leading role in NATO, a strong relationship with the United States, a major role in the
affairs of the EU, and Armed Forces that are the envy of the world. We are a global trading nation

and home to the world’s pre-eminent language.

But, looking a decade or two ahead, powerful forces of economics and demography elsewhere
in the world will make it harder for us to maintain our influence. All this in a world that is
becoming more dangerous, where threats as diverse as state failure, international terrorism and
new forms of warfare are being amplified by the impact of climate change and the spread of nuclear
weapons technology. In a world of shifting economic power and increased threats, the UK stands

to lose a great deal of its ability to shape world affairs unless we act to reverse our declining status.

We no longer inhabit a world in which foreign and defence issues can be separated from
domestically-generated threats. Instead, we live in a world in which dangers, events and actions
abroad are inter-dependent with threats to our security at home. We must meet the threats we face
with a concerted response from the state. That response cannot just come from how we conduct our
foreign affairs, or organise our defence and internal security — it must cut across energy, education,

community cohesion, health, technology, international development and the environment too.
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Defend our security

We will create a National Security Council to oversee all aspects of our security, chaired by the

Prime Minister. We are committed to succeeding in our mission in Afghanistan and will not leave

our Forces without the resources they need to fulfil this goal. We will repair the Military Covenant

with a series of measures to support service personnel, their families and veterans.

Labour have failed to deliver a unified and
coherent approach to national security.

They have not even kept their promise of a
comprehensive National Security Budget.
Their incompetence places our nation at risk.
Despite fighting two major wars in the last
decade, Labour have cut the target for the
trained strength of the Army, shrunk the size
of the Navy by a fifth and run down the RAF.

The men and women of our Armed Forces
are the ones charged with protecting our
nation’s security. But Labour’s dangerous
mismanagement has endangered lives and
harmed Britain’s capacity to defend itself.
Labour have been too slow to provide the
equipment, such as helicopters, which our
Forces on operations have badly needed. Our
brave men and women, their families, and our
veterans deserve the best for putting their lives
on the line to protect our liberties. We will
ensure they get the best.

A resilient nation

We understand the severity of the threats that
exist and will do all we can to make Britain
safe. We will establish a National Security

Council to co-ordinate responses to the dangers
we face, which will be chaired by the Prime
Minister. In addition, we will:

* create a National Security Adviser and a
new National Resilience Team for Homeland

Security;

* develop a National Security Strategy and
oversee a Strategic Defence and Security
Review that implements that strategy; and,

* establish a new Permanent Military
Command for Homeland Defence and
Security to provide a more structured

military contribution to homeland security.

Terrorism remains a major threat to our
country and some of the biggest threats to our
security do not come from abroad — they are
home grown. A Conservative government will
ban any organisations which advocate hate or
the violent overthrow of our society, such as
Hizb-ut-Tahrir, and close down organisations
which attempt to fund terrorism from the UK.
In Northern Ireland, we will continue to give
our fullest support to the police and other
agencies in their efforts to combat the threat
from dissident republican and other terrorist
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organisations.

Support our brave Armed Forces

Our mission in Afghanistan is vital to our
national security. Success in Afghanistan will
be achieved when it is a more stable state,

able to manage its own security, resist outside
interference, and prevent terrorists from using
its territory as a safe haven. We will always
ensure our Forces have the resources they need
to carry out their mission properly, and we will
press other members of NATO to take their fair
share of the military burden. The training of
Afghanistan’s own security forces is key to the
success of the mission, and we will continue to

make it a priority.

Our Strategic Defence and Security Review
will ensure that resources for our Armed Forces
are matched to our foreign policy requirements.
We support the decision to renew Britain’s
submarine-based nuclear deterrent, based on
the Trident missile system.

We recognise that we need the capacity that
the defence training academy at St Athan could
fulfill, however as with all other major defence
decisions, it will be fully considered as part of
our Strategic Defence and Security Review.

The hopeless mismanagement of defence
procurement by this government has wasted
billions of taxpayers’ money and left our
Armed Forces underequipped and dangerously
exposed. We will review the structure of the

Ministry of Defence to reduce running costs by
25 per cent. We will reform the procurement
process to ensure the delivery of equipment on
time and on budget. We will release spending
on unnecessary and bureaucratic EU defence
initiatives and spend the money on our Armed
Forces. As part of that process, we will
re-evaluate our position with the European

Defence Agency.

Our commitment to look after the Armed
Forces and their families — the Military
Covenant — has been allowed to fall into
disrepair. This is one of the most damning
failures of Gordon Brown’s government. We
will restore the Military Covenant and ensure
that our Armed Forces, their families and
veterans are properly taken care of. To make
that happen, we will:

* double the operational allowance;
* maximise rest and recuperation leave;

» work with the Welsh Assembly Government
to ensure our servicemen and women are
treated in dedicated military wards in
hospital,

* change the rules so that service personnel are
not locked out of the voting system by rules

that Labour have introduced; and,

* review the rules governing the awarding

of medals.
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A LIBERAL CONSERVATIVE
FOREIGN POLICY

A liberal Conservative foreign policy

We have great national assets and advantages to help us make the most of the opportunities we

face and to deal with challenges. We will engage positively with the world to deepen alliances and

build new partnerships. We will help reform international institutions, help those in need, and play

our part in tackling climate change and the proliferation of military nuclear technology.

A Conservative government’s approach

to foreign affairs will be based on liberal
Conservative principles. Liberal, because
Britain must be open and engaged with

the world, supporting human rights and
championing the cause of democracy and
the rule of law at every opportunity. But
Conservative, because our policy must be
hard-headed and practical, dealing with the
world as it is and not as we wish it were.

Our approach to foreign affairs is based on a
belief in freedom, human rights and democracy.
We are sceptical about grand utopian schemes to
remake the world. We will work patiently with
the grain of other societies, but we will always
support liberal values because they provide the

foundations for stability and prosperity.

Protecting Britain’s enlightened national
interest requires global engagement. We will
be safer if our values are strongly upheld and
widely respected in the world. Our national
identity is bound up in our historic global
role as an outward-looking nation, giving
generously to developing countries, and

providing a safe haven to genuine refugees.

It is not in our character to have a foreign policy
without a conscience or to turn our back on the

millions who live in poverty and conflict.

Promote our enlightened
national interest

A Conservative government will champion

a distinctive British foreign policy. We will
renew and reinforce our engagement with the
rest of the world and build up British influence
by deepening our alliances beyond Europe and
the United States, not only diplomatically but in
culture, education, commerce and security.

A Conservative government will always speak
up for freedom and human rights. Torture is
unacceptable and abhorrent, and we will never

condone it.

We will support humanitarian intervention
when it is practical and necessary, while
working with other countries to prevent conflict

arising.

Promoting Britain’s interests and values means

developing and strengthening our alliances and



PROMOTE OUR NATIONAL INTEREST | A LIBERAL CONSERVATIVE

reforming international institutions. To achieve

these goals, we will:

work to establish a new special relationship

with India, the world’s largest democracy;

seek closer engagement with China while
standing firm on human rights;

elevate our relationships with many friendly
nations, including in the Middle East, as
well as North Africa, South Asia and Latin

America;

press to keep the EU’s doors open to those
countries, including Turkey, that wish to join,
conditional on the rigorous application of the

accession criteria;

support permanent seats on the United
Nations Security Council for Japan, India,
Germany, Brazil and African representation;

and,

strengthen the Commonwealth as a focus
for promoting democratic values and
development.

We will work with our allies across the world

to prevent conflict and secure peace. We will

maintain a strong, close and frank relationship
with the United States. We will work closely
with other European countries to establish a

common approach to common problems, such

as climate change. We will be committed to

NATO as the ultimate guarantor of Europe’s

FOREIGN POLICY

security. To ensure our global security further,

we will:

» work towards greater stability in Afghanistan

and Pakistan;

* support concerted international efforts
to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear

weapon;

* support a two-state solution to the Middle
East Peace Process;

» promote stability in the Western Balkans;

* always be ready to assist Cypriots in their
efforts to agree a just, balanced and lasting

settlement to reunite their island; and,

* play our part in efforts to make the world
safer from the dangers of nuclear weapons

and nuclear proliferation.
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An open and democratic Europe

AN OPEN AND DEMOCRATIC
EUROPE

We will be positive members of the European Union but we are clear that there should be no

further extension of the EU’s power over the UK without the British people’s consent. We will

ensure that by law no future government can hand over areas of power to the EU or join the

Euro without a referendum of the British people. We will work to bring back key powers over

legal rights, criminal justice and social and employment legislation to the UK.

The European Union has done much to
reconcile the painful division of Europe and to
spread democracy and the rule of law across
our continent. But it should not rest on those

achievements.

European countries need to work together to
boost global economic growth, fight global
poverty, and combat global climate change.
The European Union has a crucial part to play
in enabling the countries of Europe to meet
these great challenges of the 21st century. A
Conservative government will play an active
and energetic role in the European Union to
advance these causes.

We will stand for open markets, and a strong
transatlantic relationship; for an EU that looks
out to the world, and that builds strong and
open relations with rising powers like China
and India. And, like every other Member State,
we will fight our corner to promote our

national interests.

We believe Britain’s interests are best served
by membership of a European Union that is an
association of its Member States. We will never
allow Britain to slide into a federal Europe.
Labour’s ratification of the Lisbon Treaty
without the consent of the British people has
been a betrayal of this country’s democratic
traditions. In government, we will put in place
a number of measures to make sure this

shameful episode can never happen again.

Restore democratic control

In future, the British people must have their
say on any transfer of powers to the European
Union. We will amend the 1972 European
Communities Act so that any proposed future
Treaty that transferred areas of power, or
competences, would be subject to a referendum
—a ‘referendum lock’. A Conservative
government would never take the UK into

the Euro. Our amendment to the 1972 Act will
prevent any future government from doing

so without a referendum.
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Unlike other European countries, the UK
does not have a written constitution. We will
introduce a United Kingdom Sovereignty Bill
to make it clear that ultimate authority stays in

this country, in our Parliament.

The Lisbon Treaty contains a number of so-
called ‘ratchet clauses’, which allow the powers
of the EU to expand in the future without a
new Treaty. We do not believe that any of
these ‘ratchet clauses’ should be used to hand
over more powers from Britain to the EU. So

a Conservative government will not agree to
the UK’’s participation in the establishment of a
European Public Prosecutor’s Office or permit
its jurisdiction over the UK. We will change the
1972 Act so that an Act of Parliament would be
required before any ‘ratchet clause’ could be
used. Additionally, the use of a major ‘ratchet
clause’ which amounted to the transfer of an
area of power to the EU would be subject to a
referendum.

The steady and unaccountable intrusion of
the European Union into almost every aspect
of our lives has gone too far. A Conservative
government will negotiate for three specific
guarantees — on the Charter of Fundamental
Rights, on criminal justice, and on social and
employment legislation — with our European
partners to return powers that we believe
should reside with the UK, not the EU. We
seek a mandate to negotiate the return of these
powers from the EU to the UK.

92

AN OPEN AND DEMOCRATIC
EUROPE



93



Y L

FLL -@ﬁ#@' s [ OVE

'Lﬂ'.t ' Ne one jou Can sa El'l1ﬂ.'|{' |i£i.l‘|"|_' he sa b"rdl
Lot ’
o\E

A f_'.m'rj{fﬂff, 54:‘-'!“_ (A y
f : CL .'j'!".l-]'._l:-.ql_nf.j 'Tr_:-u can dr:: i 'fﬂu Can \&arr
4 IL‘d can't be dore how ¢ be ?'-:u h i .

Al ou niee J (5 ’Wr_
Al youneed is [ Ve

."g-” -J?IJ'{.U rlrrd s [ﬂuﬂ'] i,q‘u'f If

w
Ayt '1” Vou n:';‘:{
Lot Love [Lyy,
Lo | / f 1J" I fl
Loy o%iloye

\ =i im. |
(=08 Loye

Every summer for the past three years, the Conservative Party has been running
‘Project Umubano’ in Rwanda. Over that period, Conservative MPs and volunteers
have provided English lessons to 3,000 Rwandan primary school teachers,

renovated a school, established a small medical library at Kirambi Health Centre,
and built a community centre. Project Umubano is a sign of our commitment to One
World Conservatism, and our belief in the positive power of social action.
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One World Conservatism

We will honour our commitment to spend 0.7 per cent of national income in aid, and ensure our

aid is transparent and properly targeted. We will spend at least £500 million a year to tackle

malaria. Both the British people and those who receive aid will get more control over how it is

spent. We will push for a trade deal which brings growth to the poorest countries, helps those

countries adapt to climate change, and puts in place the building blocks of wealth creation.

The global downturn has shaken up rich and
poor countries alike. For poor countries, it
threatens to undermine a decade’s growth and
poverty reduction. For rich countries, it puts
new pressures on household and government
budgets — nowhere more so than in the UK,
where Labour’s appalling mismanagement

of the economy has saddled us with
unprecedented levels of debt. But we should
use this opportunity to reaffirm, not abandon,
our values — which is why we will continue to
increase the level of British aid. We will do so
because it is in our national interest, as well

as being the right thing to do.

Deliver on our commitment to
the world’s poorest nations

A new Conservative government will be fully
committed to achieving, by 2013, the UN target
of spending 0.7 per cent of national income

as aid. We will stick to the rules laid down by
the OECD about what spending counts as aid.
We will legislate in the first session of a new
Parliament to lock in this level of spending for
every year from 2013.
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We support the Millennium Development
Goals and will continue to work towards them.
We will maintain an independent Department
for International Development (DFID) and keep
aid untied from commercial interests.

We will be completely transparent about the
cost and performance of DFID programmes by
independently evaluating programmes and by
introducing, where appropriate, payment

by results.

Our bargain with taxpayers is this: in return
for contributing your hard-earned money to
helping the world’s poorest people, it is our
duty to spend every penny of aid effectively.
We will ensure British aid money is properly
spent by publishing full details of British aid
on the DFID website. This will include
spending data on a project-by-project basis,
published in an open and standardised format
so that it can be used by third party websites.
In addition, we will work to bring about
improved transparency of aid spending by
other development organisations.
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We will create a new MyAid Fund to allow
British people a direct say on aid spending, as
well as giving people in developing countries
more say over how aid is spent in their

communities.

Under Labour, our aid funding is not used

in a focused way, and is sometimes spent in
countries that should be looking after their

own poor citizens. So we will stop giving aid
to China and Russia and review which other
countries should get British aid. We will focus
more on the poorest, paying particular attention

to development within the Commonwealth.

A key aim of our aid is to make sure everyone
gets access to the basics: clean water,
sanitation, healthcare and education. We will
focus particularly on the rights of women,
children and disabled people to access these
services. Malaria continues to kill nearly a
million people per year, despite the fact that it
is easily preventable and treatable. So, as part
of our commitment to increase aid funding, a
Conservative government will spend at least
£500 million per year tackling malaria and will
strongly support efforts to develop a malaria

vaccine.

Trade and economic growth are the only
sustainable way for developing countries to
escape poverty, which is why we will put
maximum effort into achieving an ambitious,
pro-development global trade deal. Our aid

programme will help poor countries put in
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place the building blocks of wealth creation:
property rights, effective public services,
stability and the rule of law.

We will provide a more integrated approach
to post-conflict reconstruction where the
British military is involved — building on the
Stabilisation Unit in Whitehall and creating
anew Stabilisation and Reconstruction Force
to bridge the gap between the military and the

reconstruction effort.

To help deliver on our commitment to

developing countries, we will:

establish a Poverty Impact Fund to support
innovative and effective British poverty-
fighting groups which do not currently
qualify for government funding;

explore ways to help the very poorest
developing countries take part in
international climate change negotiations,

and work to make our aid ‘climate-smart’;

end Labour’s use of the Export Credit
Guarantee Department to support investment
in dirty fossil fuel power stations, and instead
use it to help spread new green energy

technology to developing countries; and,

encourage the establishment of a Pan-African
Free Trade Area, which has the potential to

transform that continent’s economies.



97



ISBN 978-1-905116-07-2

9"781905"116072" >

ISBN No: 978-1-905116-07-2
© April 2010
Promoted by Alan Mabbutt on behalf of the Welsh Conservative Party,
both of 4 Penlline Road, Whitchurch, Cardiff CF14 2XS.
Printed by Pureprint Group, Bellbrook Park, Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 [PL.





